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Prague European Energy Forum

For a number of years it has been accepted that energy is one of the great public policy issues of this era.  In the twelve months since our last Forum the urgency of this issue has become more and more obvious. The evidence of its importance to the economic, environmental and political future of Europe has grown.

Dramatic price swings have threatened macroeconomic stability in many countries and have affected the living standards of millions.

Evidence of increasing environmental damage, particularly in relation to carbon emissions, has grown and is now accepted by the overwhelming bulk of independent experts.

Politically, there is now absolutely no doubt that the dominance of major supplier poses real threats to the interests of sovereign states and the European Union – seen particularly in the way that political disagreements have led directly to the interruption of supplies to countries such as our own.
Last year’s event was very much focused on identifying problems and to the search for some form of a consensus on what the main issues are.  The past twelve months have confirmed that Europe needs to move from analysis to action!!  
This is reflected in our programme which is designed to go into more detail than before on specific actions which can be taken or are already being undertaken.  In particular, we want to point to areas where action can also provide for economic and social opportunities throughout Europe, but most particularly in this country.

These discussions are made even more important by the fact that in 3 months time, the Czech government will hold the Presidency of the Council of the European Union.  Together with the French and Swedish Presidencies Energy has been given a priority status in the work programme for the Presidency.  Therefore, during most sessions we have sought to include people who will be directly dealing with the issues as the Union tries to move from - having Energy as an item for consideration to - having Energy as an item for sustained action.

