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The EU as an Asset for SME Competitiveness in a Global Economy

Date:               6 March, 2008

Time:

8:45 – 10:15

Venue:
European Commission Representation in the Czech Republic 

(Jungmannova 24)
Robert Schuman stated: "Europe will not be built at a stroke, nor constructed in accordance with some overall plan; it will be built on concrete achievement". The single market is one of the European Union's most concrete successes. It has the potential to offer European SMEs barrier-free access to nearly 500 million consumers, to business partners from 27+ countries, to new sources of financing, to research and innovation developed all around Europe or to the skills and capacities of people beyond national boarders. To continue to win the global competition, the EU committed under the renewed Lisbon Strategy to establish the best possible environment for its business to prosper The discussion will focus on how the EU is and can be instrumental in increasing the competitiveness of European SMEs in a global economy. Some of the issues discussed include the following:  

What is the role of SMEs for the competitiveness of the EU economy? In what ways does the EU and its single market benefit SMEs? How can the EU help European SMEs to be successful in the increasingly competitive world economy? What could be done to promote a more competitive Europe which is able to meet the challenges of the 21st century?

Program:

8:30 – 8:45
Registration


8:45 – 8:50
Welcoming Remarks: 

Irena Moozová, Head of Representation of the European Commission in the Czech Republic 


Monika MacDonagh Pajerová, Chairperson for ANO pro Evropu, o.s.
Pavlína Bartoňová, Director of European Affairs Information Department, Office of the Government of the Czech Republic
8:50 – 9:20      Keynote Speakers:

Vice-President Günter Verheugen, Commissioner for Enterprise and Industry

Alexandr Vondra, Czech Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs, 

9:20 – 9:45
Speakers:

Jan Wiesner, Chairman of the Union of Czech and Moravian Producer Cooperatives

David Šeich, Chairman of the SME Union Czech Republic

9:45 – 10:15
Questions and answers

Breakfast
